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why he considered three an unlucky number, and he answered that it had 
been cursed ever since a cock crowed thrice as a signal for the denial of 
the Saviour." 

Divination with the Sifter. — . " Lippincott's Monthly Magazine," 
December, 1891, contains an interesting article on " Negro Superstitions," 
by Sara M. Handy, in which is given an account of this method of divina- 
tion. 

" Two chairs are placed back to back in such wise that the sifter rests 
between, edge on edge, so lightly that a breath will serve to disturb its equi- 
librium. The diviner, who is no Hoodoo, but preferably a man of standing 
in the church, takes his place away from chairs and sifter, and, with lifted 
hand, chants slowly : — 

By Saint Peter, by Saint Paul, 
By the Lord who made us all, 

If John Doe did thus and so, 
Turn, sifter, turn and fall. 

" If the person named is innocent, the sifter remains motionless ; if he is 
an accomplice, it shakes without falling : and if he is guilty, it turns and 
drops with a clang. 

" The gift of sifter-turning is as rare as that of table-turning, to which it 
is probably akin. It must be remembered that no one is allowed to touch 
either chair or sifter, and that the only possible way open to cheating is to 
shake the chair with a quick motion of the foot. The negroes have great 
faith in the sifter ordeal, and have frequently been known to confess theft 
rather than submit to it. 

" The writer remarks that this is an African survival, on the Guinea coast 
a shield being used instead of a sifter, and a negro chant corresponding to 
the Christianized song." 

Crossing the Back. — The same writer records the following childish 
superstition : — 

" It is a common thing when a party of pickaninnies are playing together 
to see one of them give another a light cut across the back with a switch 
and exclaim triumphantly, ' Dar, now, you gwine git a whuppin' 'fore night,' 
while the recipient of the blow will beg as earnestly that the ' cross ' may 
be taken off by a second stroke from the same hand in the same spot, as 
though he already felt the lash." 

Other superstitions cited in the same article are by no means peculiar 
to the negroes. 

" To lock the hands over the head is to pile up trouble. To throw salt on 
the fire provokes a quarrel with your nearest and dearest. In turning back 
in a path your superstitious negro makes a cross, thus, X, with his foot, 
and spits in it ; otherwise, he believes, misfortune will surely overtake him 
the next time he passes that way. Rocking an empty cradle brings mis- 
fortune to the baby ; and if a teething child is allowed to look at itself in 



